Western Middle School
8th Grade Honors

American History

Contact Information

Mr. Walker

Room 163

E-mail: walkert@bcschools.net

School Contact Number: 662-4489 ext. 6163
Planning Period 7:25am-8:15am

Course Description
The 8" grade curriculum is based on events in American History from the Revolutionary War through
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e Causes of the Revolutionary War e Causes of the Civil War
e The Constitution e Reconstruction

e Jefferson and the Louisiana Purchase ¢ Industrial Revolution

e Western Expansion e Into the 20" century

Student will be asked to think and learn beyond the cognitive level. They will apply their knowledge to
gain a deeper appreciation of American democracy and a realization of what skills are needed to
maintain the rights established by those who came before us.

Students will be exposed to a variety of teaching methods and will be required to do the following:

e Work cohesively in groups ¢ Maintain a journal
e Complete required readings e Individual Projects
e Write essays and stories e Class presentations

e Complete research work

Materials/Text

American History: The Early Years to 1877 Glencoe

The textbook has an accompanying website that is extremely useful:
www.ey.glencoe.com

Student Supplies
e One 1inch three ring binder with 5 dividers
e Loose leaf paper
e Pens and pencils
e Current Event Magazines
e Access to Historical Novels
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Grading Procedures
There will be various methods used to assess the learning of students. Assessments will take the form
of formal tests, quizzes, creative projects, and written assessments (essays).

Homework Policy
Late Work

1. Any homework coming in after the assigned time is late.
2. You have two days to turn in late work.
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4. Absent students - You are responsible for getting any missed assignments during your
absence.
5. Absent Students - You have two days after your return to turn in any missed assignments
before it becomes late. After two days you will follow the late work guidelines. The due date
may be modified for longer assignments.

Grading Scale

A 100-94 C 76-74
A- 93-90 C- 73-70
B+ 89-87 D+ 69-67
B 86-84 D 66-63
B- 83-80 D- 62-60
C+ 79-77 E 59 and lower

Tentative Course Schedule

First Semester

e British Colonization of North America

e The American Revolution

e The Articles of Confederation

e The Constitutional Convention and structure/function of the United States
Second Semester

e Westward Expansion

¢ Industrialization of the United States (Economic differences between North and South)

e Reform Movements in the 19" Century

e The Civil War

e Reconstruction Era

e Events after Reconstruction to 1900



