Western Middle School
6'" Grade Honors
English Language Arts

Contact Information

Mr. Martin

Room : 155

E-mail : marting@bcschools.net

School Contact Number: (988) 662-0185 ext. 6155
Planning Period 9:35-10:20

Course Description

In 6™ grade Honors English Language Arts students will be reading, writing, and learning grammatical
concepts. Students will be reading and analyzing a variety of genres as contained in the 7" grade course
text including but not limited to:

A International Folk Tales A Poetry
A Legends/Myths A Dramas
A Mysteries

The class will be engaged in different activities as they analyze the different text structures of the
reading selections. Activities could include stimulating conversation connected with the reading
selections, writing a summary, or comparing different texts within the same genre. This course will also
incorporate class novels.

Students will continue to use the writing process as they write in the following styles:

A Narratives A Short form responses to readings
A Comparative Essays A Writing letters
A Speeches A Projects
A Long form responses to the readings A Book reports
Text

The Language of Literature
Grade 7 by McDougal Littell
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Grading
Student assessment will be conducted using various methods.

Daily assignments
Daily assignments will be graded using a 12 point grading scale.

A 10094 B-83-80 D+ 6967
A-93-90 C+ 7977 D 6663

B+ 8987 C 7674 D- 62-60

B 8684 G 7370 E 59 and lower

Essay assignments and long form responses
A Holistic Rubric will be used to evaluate essays and long form responses. A rubric is a specified set of
criteria upon which the writing is scored. Elements of this rubric include:

A Focused Idea A Word Choice

A Organization A Sentence Fluency

A 1 dzi K2 NQ&a + 2 A @ SConventions

Projects, Book Reports, and Non-text Assignments
A variety of rubrics will be used to assess each type of assignment.

The observance of classroom rules will be considered when giving comments regarding citizenship.

Late work will not be accepted.

This policy is in effect due to the number and nature of the assignments in this course. Students are
expected to have their assignments in class completed and ready to correct by the due date. Exceptions
will be given consideration on an individual basis with adjustments made to the grading scale.

Absent assignment due dates will be adjusted accordingly.
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Holistic Rubric for Writing

Score Point Descriptions
Here is an explanation of what scorers think about as they score this writing:

6 The writing is exceptionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly developed with
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connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and naturally through the text. The
writer shows a mature command of language including precise word choice that results in a
compelling piece of writing. Tight control over language use and mastery of writing
conventions contribute to the effect of the response.

5 The writing is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details and
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between ideas effectively moves the reader through the text. The writer shows a command of
language including precise word choice. The language is well controlled, and occasional lapses in
writing conventions are hardly noticeable.

4 The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with relevant details
and examples where appropriate, although there may be some unevenness. The response is
generally coherent, and its organization is functional. Thewril SN & O2YYFyR 2F f I y 3
including word choice, supports meaning. Lapses in writing conventions are not distracting.

3 The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with limited or
partially successful use of examples and details. There may be evidence of an organizational
structure, but it may be artificial or ineffective. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions
and language use may interfere with meaning some of the time. Vocabulary may be basic.

2 The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped. There
may be little evidence of organizational structure. Vocabulary may be limited. Limited control
over writing conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

1 The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas and content are not developed or
connected. There may be no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of control over writing
conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

Condition codes for unratable papers (zeroes):

A ¢ Off Topic

B ¢ Written in a Language other than English or lllegible
C ¢ Blank or Refusal to Respond



