
*Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877)

WMS Course Syllabus  2008-09

Course Name:  History Grade: 8th

Voice Mail: 662-4489 ext. 6148 E-mail:  waltersn@bcschools.net

Instructor:  Mr. Walters

Course Description:  Eighth grade Social Studies is a general overview of United States 

History.  The course covers the development of the United States from pre-Constitution 

through Reconstruction.  The class will provide students with the background 

knowledge, concepts, values and skills to become effective citizens.  It will encourage 

pride in our nation's achievements and demonstrate that although many problems face 

our nation, through careful examination and application of traditional values these can 

be solved as have those of the past.

Key Concepts of Understanding:

U.S. History Eras

Political and Intellectual Transformations

*Describe the ideas, experiences, and interactions that influenced the colonists' decisions to declare independence

*The Development of an Industrial, Urban, and Globabl United States (1870-1898)

Materials:  Textbook:  American History: The Early Years to 1877

Various supplements provided by the teacher

*Foundational Issues (Review Colonization and Settlement)

*Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1800s)

*Expansion and Reform (1792-1861)

*Using the Declaration of Independence, including the grievances at the end of the document, describe the role 

this document played in the colonists' views of government.

*Describe the consequences of the American Revolution



Second Semester: **Westward Expansion  **Industrialization of the U.S. (Economic 

differences in the North and South)  **Reform Movements in the 19th Century  **The 

Civil War  **Reconstruction Era  **Events after Reconstruction to 1900

Grading Policy:  A letter grade will be assigned for the percentage of total points, which 

the student achieves.  The assigned letter grades will be determined as follows:

First Semester: **British Colonization of North America  **The American Revolution  

**The Articles of Confederation Era  **The Constitutional Convention and structure and 

function of the United States

Homework Policy: Students will receive 1 day to turn in absent work for every day that 

student was absent.  Late work is marked down 10% for each day work is late.  Student 

can only receive a maximum of half credit for work over 5 days late.

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE

C+ = 77-79.9%

C = 73-76.9%

C- = 70-72.9%

D+ = 67-69.9%

Major Performances of Understanding ( i.e. assessments, projects, etc.): There will be a variety 

of assessments used throughout the school year in this class, including:  bellringers, review work, 

formal tests, quizzes, class projects, critical thinking skills reinforcement and persuasive writing 

assignments.

D = 63-66.9%

D- = 60-62.9%

E = less than 60%

A = 93-100%

A- = 90-92.9%

B+ = 87-89.9%

B = 83-86.9%

B- = 80-82.9%


