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Course Name: English / Language Arts Grade: 8th

Instructor: Mr. Walters

Voice Mail: 662-4489 ext. 6148 E-mail: waltersn@bcschools.net

Course Description: This course combines the study of reading, writing, speaking, and
listening. The course content will review basic skills previously taught and teach new
skills with emphasis on application of skills. The course will include an intensive
composition unit teaching paragraph writing, prearation and presentation of speeches
and discussions, expsure to a variety of literary forms and techniques, vocabulary
development, and instruction in and application of mechanics. This course is intended
to prepare students for success in high school.

Materials: Textbook: Elements of Literature
Various supplements provided by the teacher

Key Concepts of Understanding:

Experience reading in all genres. Comprehension of literary terms. Comprehension of authors' style. Writing and
speaking formally and with proper grammar. Writing to persuade and take a position. Writing for purpose.
Writing using voice.




Major Performances of Understanding ( i.e. assessments, projects, etc.): There will be a variety
of assessments used throughout the school year in this class, including: bellringers, review work,
formal tests, quizzes, class projects, critical thinking skills reinforcement and persuasive writing
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Also, fall, winter, and spring district benchmark assessments.

Grading Policy: A letter grade will be assigned for the percentage of total points, which
the student achieves. The assigned letter grades will be determined as follows:

A =93-100% B=83-86.9% |C=73-76.9% D =63-66.9%
A-=90-92.9% B-=80-82.9% |C-=70-72.9% D- =60-62.9%
B+=87-89.9% |C+=77-79.9% |D+=67-69.9% E = less than 60%

Homework Policy: Students will receive 1 day to turn in absent work for every day that
student was absent. Late work is marked down 10% for each day work is late. Student
can only receive a maximum of half credit for work over 5 days late.

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE
First Semester: **Narrative Genre **Realistic Fiction **Science Fiction **Informational
Text **Biography and Journal **Technical Writing **Pamphlet **Historical Fiction

Second Semester: **Historical Expository Piece **Comparison Essay **Poetry
**Persuasive Essay **Simulated Memoir **Research Project




