
WMS Course Syllabus  2008-09

Course Name:  Social Studies - Eastern Hemisphere Grade:  Seventh

Voice Mail:  662-4489 (ext.6292) E-mail:  rohdem@bcschools.net

Instructor:  Mr. Michael J. Rohde

Course Description:  Seventh grade students will review the tools and mental constructs used by 

historians and geographers.  They will develop an understanding of Ancient World History, 

Eras 1-3, of the Eastern Hemisphere and will study contemporary geography of the Eastern 

Hemisphere.  Contemporary civics / government and economics content is integrated 

throughout the year.  As a capstone, the students will conduct investigations about past and 

present global issues.  Using significant content knowledge, research, and inquiry, they will 

analyze the issue and propose a plan for the future.  As part of the inquiry, they compose 

civic, persuasive essays using reasoned argument.

Materials:  Textbook - Prentice Hall World Explorer:  Eastern Hemisphere Geography History 

Culture; Junior Scholastic News Magazine; a spiral notebook; colored pencils.

Key Concepts of Understanding:  HISTORY :  The World in Temporal Terms (H1), The 

Beginnings of Human Society (W1), Early Civilizations and Cultures (W2), and Classical 

Traditions, World Religions, and Major Empires (W3);  GEOGRAPHY :  The World in Spatial 

Terms (G1), Places and Regions (G2), Physical Systems (G3), Human Systems (G4), 

Environment and Society (G5), and Global Issues Past and Present (G6); CIVICS AND 

GOVERNMENT :  Purposes of Government (C1), Structure and Functions of Government (C3), 

and Relationship of United States to Other Nations and World Affairs (C4); ECONOMICS :  The 

Market Economy (E1), The National Economy (E2), and International Economy (E3); PUBLIC 

DISCOURSE, DECISION MAKING, AND CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT.



TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE

Second Semester:  III.  Asia and the Pacific (part2); IV.  Africa.

Grading Policy:  Catagories are weighted accordingly:  Homework - 30%; Quizzes - 30%; and 

Tests - 40%.

First Semester:  I.  Introduction to Geography; II.  Europe and Russia; III. Asia and the Pacific 

(part1).

Homework Policy:  Homework is due on the assigned date.  Any work turned in after the 

assigned date will be accepted but penalized.

Major Performances of Understanding ( i.e. assessments, projects, etc.):  Students can expect a 

variety of reading and written assignments, quizzes, and tests / assessment projects at the end of each 

chapter / unit.


