
WMS Course Syllabus  2008-09

Course Name:  English Language Arts Grade:  6th

Voice Mail:  662-4489 E-mail:  arsenaultk@bcschools.net

Instructor:  Kim Arsenault

Key Concepts of Understanding:  

Use a variety of strategies to comprehend text.  Read and retell a variety of 6th grade level 

materials (narrative and informative) Analyze elements and style of narrative and 

informational talk.  Plan, monitor, regulate and evaluate own reading comprehension.  

Complete substantial amount of reading,  Write cohesive narrative pieces, and essays,  

Review and rewrite drafts with audience and purpose in mind.  Write for specific purposes 

edit and writing, spell at appropriate grade level and write legibly.

Course Description:  

This course is designed to develop the students' ability to read , write, think, listen and speak 

effectively.  For reading, we use a variety of teacher collected sources, many of which 

complements what we learn in Social Studies.  Student writing will include a variety of 

creative and informational writing,  Writing will be evaluated according to the 6 traits of 

writing.  Spelling is done bi-weekly and uses supplemental material that focuses on spelling 

patterns.  Daily warm-ups address a variety of language  arts skills.  Silent read time is 

provided daily.

Materials:  

Folder, notebook paper, pencil, correcting pen, highlighter, variety of reading materials 

provided.  Silent reading book for silent reading time.

Major Performances of Understanding ( i.e. assessments, projects, etc.):  TESTS will always be 

announced in advance, usually 1 week, and review notes will be given.  Tests are worth 100 points.

QUIZZES will not always be announced.  The point value on quizzes will vary depending on how much 

information is covered.



Grading Policy:   

95-100% A  77-79% C+

 90-94% A-  73-76% C

 87-89% B+  70-72% C-

 83-86% B  67-69% D+

 80-82% B-  63-66% D

 60-62% D-

 59% and below E

First Semester:  

Reading- Tall tales Canadian myths, skills of visualizing and making connections, using context 

clues, strategies, pre reading during reading port reading strategies.

Writing- Traits of writing - word choice, organization, tall tale using dialogue

Spelling Units 1-8 

Second Semester:

Reading - Latin America Tales, informational text structure,

Writing - Myth, report writing, traits of writing voice, sentence fluency

Spelling Units 9-17

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE

Major Performances of Understanding ( i.e. assessments, projects, etc.):  TESTS will always be 

announced in advance, usually 1 week, and review notes will be given.  Tests are worth 100 points.

QUIZZES will not always be announced.  The point value on quizzes will vary depending on how much 

information is covered.

Homework Policy:  Assignments are always due the day after they are assigned (unless otherwise specified).  Daily 

assignments are worth a variety of points, usually between 5 and 10.  Late assignments are marked in half.  Missing 

assignments sheets will be sent home on Fridays.  Students will have the weekend to complete missing assignments.  

Any missing assignments not turned in by Monday will receive a zero.


