
Key Concepts of Understanding:  Instrument assembly, instrument hand position, basic 

instrument care and maintenance, basic rhythms and notes, ability to perform on stage.

Course Description:  The Beginning Band is open to all 6th grade students. Students are recruited 

from the fifth grade to participate in the Beginning Band as sixth graders.  In Beginning Band, 

students are instructed in smaller groups in the elementary concepts of music such as note reading 

and rhythms as well as techniques to play their instrument such as embouchure, posture, hand 

position, fingerings, etc. In addition, students will be instructed in music history and theory and 

participate in several performances. At the completion of this class, students will know the basics of 

playing their instrument and feel competent to enter Seventh Grade Band.

Materials:  Standard of Excellence (Book 1), Standard of Excellence Music Theory and History 

Workbook (Book 1) and an instrument.
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Instructor:  Ms. Heidi Schlosser



Homework Policy: 6th Grade band students are expected to practice 20 minutes per day on 

their instrument. 

First Semester: Instrument assembly, care and maintenance, instrument hand position, first 

nine notes and very basic rhythms. 

Second Semester: Continued reinforcement on all topic from first semester. Add 

approximately 20 more notes. Continue to add different rhythms.  

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE

Grading Policy:  Students will receive a daily grade for bringing all materials to class and performing 

adequately within the group. They will also receive a grade for attendance and performance at each 

concert as well as individual assessments done by the instructor.

Major Performances of Understanding ( i.e. assessments, projects, etc.): Students will be evaluated 

individually at least twice per marking period. They will also have three performances. 


