Course Name: Honors Science Grade: 6
Instructor: Mrs. Diane Huckins

Voice Mail : 662-4489 ext. 6159 E-mail: huckinsd@bcschools.net

Course Description: In the 6™ grade science curriculum, students will explore units of study in Life,
Physical and Earth science. They will also problem solve using science processes. Students will be
engaged in hands-on inquiry based activities through the use of our district science kits and other
materials. They will also participate in small groups, or individually, in an environment that will foster
the development of important social skills for the middle school student.

Honors students will be expected to participate in a district sponsored science event.

Materials: *Spiral notebook with four dividers- designated for Science only
*A folder with pockets
*A personal pencil sharpener
*Pencils and erasers
*Aruler
*Colored Pencils or markers

Key Concepts of Understanding:
1) Science Processes
a) Inquiry
b) Generate scientific questions
c) Design & Construct Investigations
d) Use tools and equipment
e) Analyze and Evaluate data
f) Communication
g) Draw Conclusions
h) Social Implications
2) Life Science ¢ Organization of Living Things
a) Producers
b) Consumers
c) Decomposers
d) Classifying organisms
Ecosystems
a) Interactions of organisms
b) Relationships of organisms
c) Biotic and Abiotic factors
d) Environmental impact of organisms
3) Physical Science ¢ Energy
a) Kinetic and potential
b) Energy Transfer
Changes in Matter
a) Changes in state
b) Conservation of mass
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4) Earth Science ¢ Solid Earth
a) Soil
b) Rock formations
c) Plate Tectonics
d) Magnetic Field of Earth
Earth in Space and Time
a) Fossils
b) Geologic Time

Major Performances of Understanding:
Projects, Science Labs, Research papers, Quizzes, Tests, Occasional Homework, In-class assignments

Grading Policy: Grades will be taken on: labs, quizzes, tests, projects, communication (written and
oral). A variety of rubrics will be used. A rubric is a specified set of criteria upon which a letter grade
will be given. Students will be given the rubric prior to the task.

Grading Scale:
A 10094
A-93-90

B+ 8987

B 8684

B- 83-80

C+ 7977

C 7674

G 7370

D+ 6967

D 6663

D- 62-60

E 59 and lower

Homework Policy: Assignments are due at the beginning of the class period. *Late assignments are
not accepted.

*When a student is absent, it is their responsibility to check the CORE PLANNER for the day/days they
were absent. Students will be given equivalent days to complete their absent work. * A meeting with
Mrs. Huckins will be required before the assignments are given to absent students.

*Please note that it is not always possible to make up labs or hands-on inquiry activities.

Students areexpected to write the daily assignment in their planner and | ask that parents check it
every night to discuss the assignment.

TENTATIVE SCIENCE KIT SCHEDULE

Life Science ¢ timeframe depends upon the district science kit rotation schedule
Earth Science - timeframe depends upon the district science kit rotation schedule
Physical Science - timeframe depends upon the district science kit rotation schedule






