
NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL ð 

Dr. Bill Tithof  

September sure did fly 
by!  The start of the 
school year went very 
smoothly.  The continu-
ing improvements from 
the bond are evident in 
the building.  Thanks, 
again, to our community 
for your financial sup-
port.  The Western Com-
plex is truly a beautiful 
facility! 
 

Many events are begin-
ning to take place; Cur-
riculum Night, Parent 
Conferences, girlsô bas-
ketball games, boysô foot-
ball games, and our an-
nual fundraiser are just a 
few things going on in 

October.  Please read 
through this newsletter 
for the specific dates and 
times of these events. 
 

If you havenôt noticed 
our website, it has been 
updated.  Thanks go to 
Jeff Gillman, a parent, 
and Mr. Thorp, our com-
puter teacher, for their 
work on this.  Please visit 
the site at 
http://www.bcpswestern
middle.com/ to sign up 
for our email list.  We 
regularly send out emails 
and notes to all parents 
to help keep you in-
formed.  While you are 
at the website, please 

check out the different 
links. 
 

Finally, thank you for 
your students and your 
support!  Western Mid-
dle School has many op-
portunities for your child 
to learn and grow.  If 
there is anything I can 
do to assist, please donôt 
hesitate to contact me. 

MEAP WEEK 

October is the month 
that the annual state 
MEAP test is given.  This 
year the test is given on 
specific days with make-
up opportunities limited.  
Please make sure stu-
dents are well rested and 
in attendance on the 
following days: 

October 14ðMath 

October 16ðEnglish 
Language Arts Session 1 

October 21ðEnglish 
Language Arts Session 2 

October 23ðScience for 
8th Grade and Social 
Studies for 6th Grade 

If you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to 
contact me. 
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Newsletter Date 

Important Dates  

Oct 2-3τVision Testing 

Oct. 10τEnd of 1st MP 

Oct. 14τMEAP Week 

Oct. 21τParent Teacher  

Conferences 

Oct 28τParent Teacher 

Conferences 

Nov. 4τDistrict Profes-

sional Developmentñ

No School for Students 
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Bay Ci ty Publ ic  Schools 



 Dear Parents/Guardians, Stu-
dents and Friends of Bay City Public 
Schools, 

 Our students, staff and district 
are off to a wonderful collective start to 
the new school year. Thank you, par-
ents and families, for your interest and 
support as we reopened our schools and 
adjusted class sizes. 

 My hope is that many of you 
have had the chance to visit your chil-
drenôs schools and see firsthand the 
major facility improvements that have 
occurred over the past two summers. 
Work will continue throughout the 
school year in areas other than class-
rooms with final work to be completed 

by December 2009. 

 Our first board meeting of the 
school year was held September 8 
where board members recognized re-
cent retirees and new employees of the 
district. The school district for years has 
been blessed with absolutely tremen-
dous staff members who work hard 
each day to offer our students many 
opportunities ï we are proud of this 
excellence. Also at the Board meeting, 
Dow Chemical and Dow Corning were 
recognized for their substantial gifts to 
the district for updates of our science 
kits. Our innovative delivery of science 
instruction includes hands-on experi-
ences for students; we want to be sure 

our curriculum keeps up with new di-
rections from the state. 

 Innovation é Opportunity é 
Excellence é are three words that de-
scribe the Bay City Public Schools and 
our new district logo proudly empha-
sizes our direction. 

 Please know I am always open 
to your thoughts or questions and can 
be reached at 671-8165 or wier-
dac@bcschools.net.  
 

Sincerely, 

 

Carolyn C. Wierda 

Superintendent 

NOTE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT:  Mrs. Carolyn Wierda 
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They must be teenagers. Don't despair. It's 
natural -- and important -- for kids to break 
away from their parents at this age. This 
emotional separation allows them to become 
well-adjusted adults.  Yet these must be 
among the most difficult years for any par-
ent. To help with parenting tips, WebMD 
turned to three national experts:  

ñHow do you breach the barriers of adolescence? 
Here are 10 parenting tips for raising teenagers.ò 

 

1. Give kids some leeway. Giving teens a 
chance to establish their own identity, giving 
them more independence, is essential to 
helping them establish their own place in 
the world. "But if it means he's going out 
with a bad crowd, that's another thing," says 
Elkind.  

2. Choose your battles wisely. "Doing them-
selves harm or doing something that could 
be permanent (like a tattoo), those things 
matter," says Kaslow. "Purple hair, a messy 
room -- those don't matter." Don't nitpick.  

3. Invite their friends for dinner. It helps to 
meet kids you have questions about. "You're 
not flat-out rejecting them, you're at least 
making an overture. When kids see them, 
see how their friends act with their parents, 
they can get a better sense of those friends," 
Elkind tells WebMD. "It's the old adage, you 

catch more bears with honey than vinegar. If 
you flatly say, you can't go out with those 
kids, it often can backfire -- it just increases 
the antagonism."  

4. Decide rules and discipline in advance. "If 
it's a two-parent family, it's important for 
parents to have their own discussion, so they 
can come to some kind of agreement, so 
parents are on the same page," says Bodrow. 
Whether you ban them from driving for a 
week or a month, whether you ground them 
for a week, cut back on their allowance or 
Internet use -- whatever -- set it in advance. If 
the kid says it isn't fair, then you have to 
agree on what is fair punishment. Then, 
follow through with the consequences.  

5. Discuss 'checking in.' "Give teens age-
appropriate autonomy, especially if they 
behave appropriately," says Kaslow. "But you 
need to know where they are. That's part of 
responsible parenting. If it feels necessary, 
require them to call you during the evening, 
to check in. But that depends on the teen, 
how responsible they have been."  

6. Talk to teens about risks. Whether it's 
drugs, driving, or premarital sex, your kids 
need to know the worst that could happen.  

7. Give teens a game plan. Tell them: "If the 
only option is getting into a car with a drunk 
driver, call me -- I don't care if it's 3 in the 

morning," says Bodrow. Or make sure they 
have cab fare. "Help them figure out how to 
handle a potentially unsafe situation, yet 
save face," she suggests. "Brainstorm with 
them. Come up with a solution that feels 
comfortable for that child."  

8. Keep the door open. Don't interrogate, 
but act interested. Share a few tidbits about 
your own day; ask about theirs. How was the 
concert? How was the date? How was your 
day? Another good line: "You may not feel 
like talking about what happened right now. 
I know what that's like. But if you feel like 
talking about it later, you come to me," El-
kind suggests.  

9. Let kids feel guilty. "I think too much is 
made about self-esteem," says Elkind. 
"Feeling good about yourself is healthy. But 
people should feel bad if they have hurt 
someone or done something wrong. Kids 
need to feel bad sometimes. Guilt is a 
healthy emotion. When kids have done 
something wrong, we hope they feel bad, we 
hope they feel guilty."  

10. Be a role model. Your actions -- even 
more than your words -- are critical in help-
ing teens adopt good moral and ethical stan-
dards, says Elkind. If they have a good role 
model from early on, they will be less likely 
to make bad decisions in their rebellious 
teen years.  

COUNSELING CORNERð10 Parenting Tips for Raising Teenagers 

mailto:wierdac@bcschools.net
mailto:wierdac@bcschools.net


No gum is allowed in school.  

Gum presents many problems 

in school.   Also, all drinks 

need to be thrown away at 

lunchtime.  Opened containers 

are being brought back to 

lockers and spilling.  Further-

more, drinks are not allowed in 

the classrooms.  

CHEWING GUM AND 
BOTTLED BEVERAGES IN THE 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 

     Winning entries in the public ser-
vice announcement categories will be 
awarded $500. 
     A $1,000 award will be given to the 
feature video winner. 
     For more information on the com-
petition, visit www.gleff.org. 

FESTIVAL SEEKS ENVIORNMENTAL FILMS 

     The second annual Labadie Great 
Lakes Environmental Film Festival is 
looking for middle school, high school 
and college students to submit an envi-
ronmentally-themed video or photo 
for selection in the 2009 competition. 
     Deadline to apply to competition is 
November 1. 
     Video and/or photo submissions 
must be turned in by December 15. ôDeadline to apply to competition is November 1.õ 

Western Middle School 
Girls 7th Grade Basketball Schedule 

2008-09 

Coaches Gold -  Katelyn Roosseau Brown - Nate Walters 

 

Date Day  Time Team Opponent  Place  Departure  

10/1 Wednesday 4:15  Gold Mid Jefferson White Midland  3:30 PM 

   5:30 Brown Mid Jefferson Red Midland  3:30 PM 

10/6 Monday  4:15 Brown Mid Central Blue  Western 

   5:30 Gold Mid Central White Western 

10/8 Wednesday 4:15 Gold Midland NE White Handy  Drop 3:00 PM 

   5:30 Brown Midland NE Green Handy  Drop 3:00 PM 

10/13 Monday  4:15 Gold Handy Red  Western 

   5:30 Brown Handy White  Western 

10/15 Wednesday 4:15 Brown White Pine Green Handy  Drop 3:00 PM 

   5:30 Gold White Pine Blue  Handy  Drop 3:00 PM 

10/21  Tuesday  4:15 Brown CMMS White  CMMS  3:15 PM 

   5:30 Gold CMMS Blue  CMMS  3:15 PM 

10/22 Wednesday 4:15 Brown  Mid Jefferson White Handy  2:50 PM 

   5:30 Gold Mid Jefferson Red Handy  2:50 PM 

10/27 Monday  4:15 Gold Mid Central Blue  Midland  3:30 PM 

   5:30  Brown Mid Central White Midland  3:30 PM 

10/29 Wednesday 4:15 Gold Mt Pleasant Blue  Mt Pleasant 3:00 PM   
   5:30 Brown Mt Pleasant Gold  Mt. Pleasant 3:00 PM 

 

Administration Team ï Principal Dr William Tithof , Asst. JoAnn Brozewski, Athletic Director ï Michael Toyzan 

Please remember that the second game is an estimate time ï the second game will start 10 minutes after the first game is completed. 

ATHLETICS 

http://www.gleff.org
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WESTERN MIDDLE SCHOOL  

8TH GRADE - TACKLE FOOTBALL  

08-09 SCHEDULE 
 

             

DAY   DATE    TEAM PLAYING    PLACE TIME   DEPARTURE BUS  
 

10/01       Wednesday  Midland Central   Western 4:15 PM  

10/08       Wednesday  Midland Jefferson   Midland 4:15 PM  3:15 PM 

10/15       Wednesday  White Pine   Western 4:15 PM 

10/22       Wednesday  Handy    Central 4:00 PM  3:00 PM 

10/29       Wednesday  Challenge Game   TBD 4:15 PM  

ATHLETICS 
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Western Middle School 
Girls 8th Grade Basketball Schedule 2008-09 

Coaches Gold ï Sheri Zimmerman  Brown ï Stu Douglas 

Date Day  Time Team Opponent  Place   Departure  

 

10/1 Wednesday 4:15  Gold Mid Jefferson  White Handy  Drop 2:50 PM 

   5:30 Brown Mid Jefferson  Red Handy  Drop 2:50 PM 

10/6 Monday  4:15 Brown Mid Central   Blue Midland  3:30 PM 

   5:30 Gold Mid Central White Midland   3:30 PM 

10/8 Wednesday 4:15 Gold Midland NE White Midland   3:30 PM 

   5:30 Brown Midland NE Green Midland   3:30 PM 

10/13 Monday  4:15 Gold Handy  Red  Handy   Drop 3:00PM 

   5:30 Brown Handy White  Handy   Drop 3:00PM 

10/15 Wednesday 4:15 Brown White Pine Green White Pine  3:15 PM 

   5:30 Gold White Pine Blue  White Pine  3:15 PM 

10/21  Tuesday  4:15 Brown CMMS  White  Western 

   5:30 Gold CMMS Blue  Western 

10/22 Wednesday 4:15 Brown  Mid Jefferson White Midland   3:30 PM 

   5:30 Gold Mid Jefferson Red Midland   3:30 PM 

10/27 Monday  4:15 Gold Mid Central Blue  Western 

   5:30  Brown Mid Central White Western 

10/29 Wednesday 4:15 Gold Mt Pleasant Blue  Handy   Drop 2:50 PM 

   5:30 Brown Mt Pleasant Gold  Handy   Drop 2:50 PM  

 

Administration Team ï Principal Dr William Tithof, Asst. JoAnn Brozewski, Athletic Director ï Michael Toyzan 

Please remember that the second game is an estimate time ï the second game will start 10 minutes after the first game is completed. 
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CURRICULUM NIGHT  

ATHLETICS  

Upcoming Athletic Events 

Girls Swimming, Girlsô Cheerleading, Girlsô 

Pom-Pons & Boysô Basketball all start on 

November 5.  Please remember in order 

to participate, students must have a 

physical and pay the $30 participation fee.  

These two things need to be turned into 

the athletic office.  These two items only 

need to be done once during the school 

year.  

Our Girlsô Basketball teams started their 

season last week.  Their next game is on 

Monday, October 1.  The 8th grade plays 

at Western beginning at 4:15 PM while 

the 7th grade plays at CMMS beginning at 

3:30 PM.

Children need healthy meals to 

learn.  The Bay City Public 

Schools offer healthy meals 

every school day.  Middle school 

students may buy lunch for 

$2.35 and breakfast for $1.85.  

Your children may qualify for 

free meals or for reduced price 

meals .  We sell reduced price 

lunches for $.40 and breakfast 

for $.30.  For More information 

feel free to contact our food ser-

vice department at (989) 671 -

8191. 

If you are picking up your child from school 

during the day, we ask that you send a note 

with your child to give to his/her teacher to 

release him from class at the designated time.  

We are trying to limit the number of disrup-

tions to the classroom as much as possible. 

In conjunction with this, we are also trying to 

limit the number of messages being delivered 

to students every day.  We hope you will go 

over the dayôs events with your child before 

they leave for school so we only have to de-

liver emergency messages.  If you are chang-

ing pick-up time or place please do so before 

they come to school. 

If you are picking up your child after school, 

please park on the east side but do not park 

by the curb or by the buses.   

PICKING UP YOUR  

CHILD/MESSAGES 
LUNCH PRICES  

Your child is expected to take care of his/her assigned textbooks.  Teachers and students have agreed on the condition of 
books when assigned.  If a book is lost or damaged, your child may be assessed a fine.   

Please have your child cover his/her book to help protect the textbook from damage. 

One planner is a gift to all students, thanks to our fundraisers.  This is a great communication tool for parents, teachers 
and students.  Please check the planners daily.  If your child loses it, it can be replaced in the counseling office for $5.00.  
See Mrs. Sweebe. 

CARE OF TEXTBOOKS/PLANNERS 

Mrs. Chipman speaking with parents during our Cur-
riculum Night.  Thank you parents for ñcoming to 
schoolò. 

VOLUNTEER CORNER 

Anyone interested in volunteering at 
Western Middle School must have a 
background check completed.  Please 
pick up a form from the Middle 
School office or contact Dawn Stew-
ard our Volunteer Coordinator at 
(989) 662-3324, and she will send you 
the necessary form (s). 

Parents if your student still has not turned in their fund-
raiser Entertainment book, please return the book as soon 
as possible or if you would like to keep the book please turn 
in $20.00.   

We would also like to take this time to thank those stu-
dents who participated in our Western Middle School 
Fundraiser  


